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New Year and New Opportunities for Growth 

I always look forward to a New Year. It is a time when we 

have the opportunity to reset our sights on our values and 

the particular things that we hope to get accomplished with 

our lives. Because of various reasons, perhaps these goals 

could not be reached in the past but this is not to say that 

our desires are unattainable. We probably need to evaluate 

why these accomplishments are not attained. Were the 

goals too costly in money, time or commitment? Was it 

simply a matter of poor timing? Was it because we were not 

very realistic from the onset as to what structure or planning 

our desires would necessitate? Regardless of these answers, 

I hope that we will look at this New Year as a time when we 

can rethink where we want to go and where we want to end 

up. 

One of the dreams I have for Century this year is that it will 

be a year when we realize tremendous personal growth. I 

believe that this is a great part of the mission of the Church 

in our world today. We need to be challenged in our 

personal commitment to Christ so as to be more effective in 

our ministry in the world. We have said often this year that 

we were “Kingdom Builders” with God. If we are to be 

“kingdom Builders”, we must understand God’s mission and 

how we fit into His plan specifically. We learn this through 

prayer, study, worship service and small groups. When one 

begins to reflect upon some of the areas of concern these 

past few months, we realize that we have already begun to 

position ourselves for such growth and mission. 

I am mindful of the Prayer Warriors and the wonderful 

influence you are having upon the life at Century through  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

your commitment and constant prayers. I am mindful of the 

new Sunday School classes and the amount of discussion of 

faith that is occurring week after week because you were 

willing to try something new and different that could provide 

for us a cutting edge. I am mindful of our congregation’s 

commitment to small groups after Christmas wherein we can 

discover topics and areas of discussion that will lead us down 

new paths of study and witness. I am reminded specifically 

of conversations to embark upon the study of Body, Mind 

and Spirit in small groups. I am reminded of a congregation 

that passed a “Faith” budget although all the funds were not 

immediately seen as possible or feasible. I see a 

congregation planning a major study opportunity in February 

with Dr. Sumney from Lexington Theological Seminary as we 

discuss opportunities for the church of Jesus Christ then and 

now. The study will focus around Paul’s first letter to the 

church at Corinth. 

So as you may surmise by now – I’m pretty excited about 

what’s happening at Century. We continue to have new 

opportunities for growth and witness in this community. And 

by the way – nothing has been mentioned about the Youth 

Activity Area that we plan to get started and the new 

Walking Track and the Fifty Year Celebration of our 

congregation. You see, the New Year indeed offers us more 

opportunities than we can imagine. That’s why we need you 

and your commitment. We have too few attempting to do 

ever so much. If you have become inactive, turn over a new 

leaf and very effectively commit and come and help us. We 

honestly cannot do it by ourselves. We need your help! 

Besides, I believe with all my heart that Christ is calling you 

to do so.  

See You Sunday! 

Dr. Tom Norvell   
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Several years ago I used 

an article written by 

Barry Perks, an 

inspirational writer who 

often travels delivering 

speeches and seminars. 

As I reread his devotion 

it seemed to fit the New Year and our feelings of 

wishing everyone the best for the coming year.  
I WISH YOU ENOUGH 

I never really thought that I’d spend as much time in 

airports as I do. I don’t know why. I always wanted to 

be famous and that would mean lots of travel. But I’m 

not famous, yet I do see more than my share of 

airports. 

I love them and I hate them. I love them because of the 

people I get to watch. But they are also the same reason 

why I hate airports. It all comes down to “hello” and 

“goodbye. “I must have mentioned this a few times while 

writing my stories for you. 

I have great difficulties with saying goodbye. Even as I 

write this I am experiencing that pounding sensation in my 

heart. If I am watching such a scene in a movie I am 

affected so much that I need to sit up and take a few 

deep breaths. So when faced with a challenge in my life I 

have been known to go to our local airport and watch 

people say goodbye. I figure nothing that is happening to 

me at the time could be as bad as having to say goodbye.  

Watching people cling to each other, crying, and holding 

each other in that last embrace makes me appreciate 

what I have even more. Seeing them finally pull apart, 

extending their arms until the tips of their fingers are 

the last to let go, is an image that stays forefront in my 

mind throughout the day.  

On one of my recent business trips, when I arrived at the 

counter to check in, the woman said, “How are you today?” 

I replied, “I am missing my wife already and I haven‟t even 

said goodbye.” 

She then looked at my ticket and began to ask, “How long 

will you…Oh, my God. You will only be gone three days!” We 

all laughed. My problem was I still had to say goodbye. But 

I learn from goodbye moments, too. 

Recently I overheard a father and daughter in their last 

moments together. They had announced her departure and 

standing near the security gate, they hugged and he said, 

“I love you. I wish you enough.” She in turn said, “Daddy, 

our life together has been more than enough. Your love is 

all I ever needed. I wish you enough, too, Daddy.” 

They kissed and she left. He walked over toward the 

window where I was seated. Standing there I could see he 

wanted and needed to cry. I tried not to intrude on his 

privacy, but he welcomed me in by asking, “Did you ever 

say goodbye to someone knowing it would be forever?”  

“Yes, I have,” I replied. Saying that brought back 

memories I had of expressing my love and appreciation 

for all my Dad had done for me. Recognizing that his days 

were limited, I took the time to tell him face to face how 

much he meant to me.  

So I knew what this man experiencing. 

“Forgive me for asking, but why is this a forever 

goodbye?” I asked. 

“I am old and she lives much too far away. I have 

challenges ahead and the reality is, the next trip back 

would be for my funeral,” he said. 

“When you were saying goodbye I heard you say, “I wish 

you enough.” May I ask what that means?” 

He began to smile. “That‟s a wish that has been handed 

down from other generations. My parents used to say it to 

everyone.” He paused for a moment and looking up as if 

trying to remember it in detail, he smiled even more. 

“When we said „I wish you enough,‟ we were wanting the 

other person to have a life filled with just enough good 

things to sustain them,” he continued and then turning 

toward me he shared the following as if he were reciting 

it from memory.  

* I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright. 

* I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun more. 

* I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive. 

* I wish you enough pain so that the smallest joys in life 

appear much bigger. 

* I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting. 

* I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess. 

* I wish enough hellos to get you through the final                                 

goodbye. 

He then began to sob and walked away. 

I Wish You Enough! 

Charlotte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance & Offerings 
December 2009 

Attendance 
Christmas Sunday…………………………………...120        

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service……….……….180 

 

Total Monthly Offering………………………….$12,686 

Total Monthly Attendance in Dec…………………..379 

Total Sunday School Attendance…………………..125 

Chatter from the Choir Loft 



 

 

 

Concerns: Julie Wolfe (Friends of Karen Taylor), Mike 

Bidwell (Christ Nix Uncle), Cathy Wright (Martha Greer-

Johnson’s Sister), Martha Johnson, Jim Wathen (Friend of 

Donna Abell), Frances Lewis (Friend of Yonnie Wight), 

Glenda Baker (Donna Abell’s Sister), Carmen Benton, James 

Macky, (Friend of Jimmy Helm), Frank & Jaque Rubel 

(Friends of Yonnie Wight), David Wilson (Marijane 

Salmon’s Brother), Ruth Humphry (Great Grandmother of 

Tatum Helm)  

 

At Home: Rosemary Sallee, James Eaton, Marcia 

Richardson, JR Hatfield                                            

 

Also:  Hillcrest: Virgina McCarty 

           Harborside - Wanda Forrester, Betty Primrose,                          

                                 Jim Cunningham, Bryant Forrester 

           Wellington Park- Alton Alford, Marie Benson 

           Western Ky Veterans Center – Deb Stearsman 

 

Thank You 

Thanks for All Who Made Christmas Special 

Many of you worked very hard this Advent Season to 

make this Christmas special. The decorations, the 

music, the worship services, the special prepared 

baskets, additional giving to special causes, home and 

nursing home visits, teachers, refreshments – all 

together made this Christmas very special. Thank you 

for your commitment. The staff would also like to thank 

you for your special remembrances this season. And 

how could we specifically forget Santa’s visit on Sunday 

morning! You are so very generous and caring and we 

appreciate your generosity. 

 

Special Task Groups 

Special Task Groups will be set up for special projects 

over the next few weeks. Why not sign up for projects 

of your choice: Walking Track, Fifty Year Anniversary, 

Youth Zone Area, Dr. Sumney’s visit in February and 

Prayer Warriors.  

 

A Stewardship Fact 

Did you know that there is a direct correlation between 

Church attendance and stewardship giving. We can’t 

convince everyone, but we hope to convince you. 

Finance Report 
The year 2009 has been a year of radical change. The first 

quarter of 2009 was an anxious period. Changes were 

happening weekly and we were running to find speakers and 

keep God's message alive at Century. Thanks to a faithful 

congregation Century not only survived but completed 

several projects that include a Prayer Garden, refurbishing 

the nursery, starting new studies in Sunday School and most 

importantly kept all our programs moving ahead. Your 

prayers and your faithful giving made all this possible. The 

Staff at Century deserves a real AMEN for their work and 

especially our "rock" Connie. She had many things and 

people to deal with daily and she did it all with a smile and 

with faith. Charlotte, Millie, Jimmy, Mike, Brenda, Frank and 

Donna deserve our deepest thanks. There are several others 

who need to be listed and we do not want to slight anyone 

so just Thank You to all for your faith and your tireless work.  

As we approach 2010 we do so knowing much work, praying 

and giving still needs to be done. This is Century's 50th year 

and we are charged with the task of insuring Century's 

existence for another Fifty. Keep this in mind as we plan for 

2010 and let us find new faith with Dr. Norvell's awesome 

leadership to insure that God's message to all will thrive at 

Century.  Keep Century alive in your heart and in your 

prayers.   

Blessings 

Gene Crume 

   

New Web Site Finished 

If you have been to the web site lately, you have 

noticed some changes. The site has been updated. The 

pages have a new look, the serving schedule and 

calendar, Youth page, a Sunday School page and 

Century Fest have been added. Check it out and let us 

know anything else you would like to see on the web 

page. (www.centurychristian.org)     

 

50th Anniversary of Century 

2010 will be an exciting year for Century. We will be 

celebrating our 50th anniversary. Special events are 

being planned for the summer and we will be recalling 

and celebrating our history throughout the year. 

Century Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of 

Owensboro was commissioned as a new congregation 

with 83 members in June of 1960. The name Century 

was chosen to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 

the founding church, First Christian Church. 

Those in Our Concerns 
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Century Christian Church      Return Service Requested 

(Disciples of Christ)     
“Our Mission is to Transform Lives in Christ” 
  1301 Tamarack Road   
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Office Information 

Office Phone Number: (270) 684-0286 

Web Page- www.centurychristian.org 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday  8:00 a.m.  -  12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Service 

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 

5:00 p.m.  -  Adult Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Schedule 

January 2010 

Cordial Greeters:  Steve & Susan Rice 

Deacons:  

 Tyronza Higdon  Robert Spencer 

1. Serve Communion  1. Serve Communion 

2. Collect Offering   2. Collect Offering  

3. Prepare Coffee                3. Clean up Pews & collect Attendance Pads 

 
Layservers:    Jeanette Lambert Shirley Lambert 

  Starling Lambert Mary Roach 

 
Communion Setup:  Millie Tatum & Betty Tarrants 

Communion Clean-Up:  Charlie Chinn & Shirley Horstman 

 

Jan 3    Jan 10 

Candle Lighter: Ian Nix  Candle Lighter: Cole Crume 

Children’s Moment: Millie Tatum           Children’s Moment: Mike Benton 

Elder Bread: Frank Green  Elder Bread: Jerry Bowen 

Elder Cup: Gene Crume    Elder Cup: Jimmy Helm 

    Shut-In Communion 

      Frank Green & 

     Tyronza Higdon 

 
Jan 17     Jan 24 

Candle Lighter: Tatum Helm  Candle Lighter: Sydnie Nix  

Children’s Moment: Mike Benton  Children’s Moment: Betty Jagoe 

Elder Bread: Mike Benton  Elder Bread: Mike Salmon 

Elder Cup: Joyce Hulsey  Elder Cup: Sue Napper 

    Shut-In Communion: 

                                                                        Gene Crume & 

     Robert Spencer 

Jan 31      

Candle Lighter: Savannah Helm   

Children’s Moment: Betty Jagoe    

Elder Bread: Dan Crume   

Elder Cup: Brenda Green 
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