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Accepting the Unexpected 
No one in Haiti could have possibly expected what happened 

with the recent earthquake.  Things like this sometime just 

happen. We have no warning. We have no time to prepare. 

Things like this sometime just happen. They just happen. Last 

week I lost my five month old Cavalier King Charles puppy. 

There was little warning. She simply died in my wife’s lap. It 

caused a lot of pain because I had bought this puppy two 

months ago and told Barbara this would get my attention off 

self and my health situation. I named her Patches because 

the word meant to heal or mend. I think this puppy helped 

me tremendously along this line and I truly enjoyed this 

puppy. But we are not always prepared for what life brings 

to us. Often times the only thing that we can control are not 

the events which surround our lives but our attitudes about 

these events as they unravel before our very eyes. 

Our new program which is being offered on Wednesday 

evenings entitled Body – Mind – Spirit is a program which 

enables us to prepare for life’s tedious moments. The 

program permits us to develop our possibilities and 

resources so that we are not so overwhelmed when bad 

things happen unexpectedly. The program sharpens the 

Mind, strengthens the Body and helps us grow in the Spirit. 

When I read that some of the Hatian people were in the 

streets praying and singing hymns after their catastrophe – it 

made me wonder how well  we might do under the same 

circumstances. I am grateful this point to Shirley Horstman 

who is so capable and willing to assist us by teaching the 

class. I encourage others to join us Wednesday evenings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also encourage you to attend Sunday School and Worship 

on Sunday mornings. This is a time of renewal and 

thanksgiving. It is a time when we can be transformed into 

the likeness of Christ. I really believe in what we do at 

Century on Sunday mornings and I hope that more of you 

will join us in these growth events. Someone left last Sunday 

and said to me: “Thank you for this worship experience. It  

was very helpful.” It is helpful to join together in corporate 

worship and sing hymns and pray and read scriptures and 

got o the Lord’s Table. It is helpful when we have the 

opportunity to respond to God’s goodness and love with our 

offerings and specifically our presence. It is the good things 

to do and it is the right thing to do. Now it is true that we 

have between 15 to 20 people in Florida at the moment – 

but for the rest of us – let us be in Worship this Sunday. Yes, 

it will probably snow toward the end of the week but we 

have already made plans to have the lots and sidewalks 

cleared. By the way – I do not expect a “full house” Sunday 

morning – but do you know what – we are prepared for the 

same. Surprise us with your presence and perhaps God will 

surprise you with a special blessing! 

 

Dr. Tom Norvell 

 

 

Newsletter – February, 2010 

Dates to Remember 

Lenten Services: 

(All meals begin at 5:15 pm and Services at 6:00 pm) 

Ash Wednesday – Feb. 17 

First Christian – Speaker: Jim Byrd 

February 24 

Zion Baptist – Speaker: Jacob Kines 

 

Century Christian Church’s 

Christian Academy of Learning 

Dr. Jerry Sumney 

Feb. 19-21 

(See the back of the calendar for schedule) 

 

Men’s Breakfast at Century 

Feb. 6 – 8:00 am 

 

 

 

 

http://www.centurychristian.org/


 

 

 

Is it really important to attend 

church? I recently read an article 

which answered that question for 

me. Enjoy the story and I’ll see 

you next Sunday! 

A member of a certain church, who previously had 

been attending services regularly, stopped going. After a few 

weeks, the preacher decided to visit him. 

 It was a chilly evening. The preacher found the man 

at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing the 

reason for his preachers visit, the man welcomed him, led 

him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. 

 The preacher made himself at home but said 

nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the dance of 

the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, the 

preacher took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly 

burning ember and placed it to one side of the hearth all 

alone then he sat back in his chair, still silent. 
 The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As 

the one lone ember's flame flickered and diminished, there 

was a momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon 

it was cold and dead. 

 Not a word had been spoken since the initial 

greeting. The preacher glanced at his watch and realized it 

was time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, 

dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the fire. 

Immediately it began to glow, once more with the light and 

warmth of the burning coals around it. 

 As the preacher reached the door to leave, his host 

said with a tear running down his cheek, “Thank you so 

much for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon. I shall 

be back in church next Sunday.” 

 We live in a world today, which tries to say too much 

with too little. 

Consequently, few listen. Sometimes the best sermons are 

the ones left unspoken. 

Make a joyful noise, 

Charlotte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerns: Julie Wolfe (Friends of Karen Taylor), Mike 

Bidwell (Christ Nix Uncle), Cathy Wright (Martha Greer-

Johnson’s Sister), Martha Johnson, Jim Wathen (Friend of 

Donna Abell), Glenda Baker (Donna Abell’s Sister), Carmen 

Benton, James Macky, (Friend of Jimmy Helm), Frank & 

Jaque Rubel (Friends of Yonnie Wight), David Wilson 

(Marijane Salmon’s Brother), Ruth Humphry (Great 

Grandmother of Tatum Helm),* Mark Barnett (Susan Rice’s 

Brother), * Sue Birdlow (Prime Timers) 

 

At Home: Rosemary Sallee, James Eaton, Marcia 

Richardson, JR Hatfield                                            

 

Also:  Hillcrest: Virgina McCarty, Rodney Tarrants 

           Harborside - Wanda Forrester, Betty Primrose,                          

                                 Jim Cunningham, Bryant Forrester 

           Wellington Park- Alton Alford, Marie Benson 

           Western Ky Veterans Center – Deb Stearsman 

 

Rodney Tarrrants was transferred to Hillcrest Nursing 

Home from OMHS January 22 after a fall in his home. 

He has a broken hip and is expected to be at Hillcrest 

for some time. We ask that the congregation remember 

Rodney and Betty in their prayers. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Century will host the men’s monthly breakfast on 

Saturday, Feb. 6th, in the Fellowship Hall. We encourage 

all of our men to attend this breakfast. This provides us 

a great time to fellowship with those from other 

congregations. 

 

 

 

Attendance & Offerings 

December 2009 

Attendance 

 Average Worship Attendance……………………....65        

Average Sunday School Attendance……….………30 

 

Total Monthly Offering………………………….$14,580 

Week of Compassion……………………………..$2575 

Those in Our Concerns 

Chatter from the Choir Loft 



Week of Compassion 

Century Christian has raised $2575 in two weeks for the 

Hatian Crisis. It was suggested by our Region and the 

Week of Compassion representatives that we begin 

accepting the offering now rather the await for the 

traditional time of receiving the offering at the end of 

February. We also have the small Week of Compassion 

Offering Boxes for individuals and families to pick up in 

the narthex. This becomes a tremendous tool for us to 

use with our children and the box also serves as a 

reminder to us of all the work in Haiti that must 

continue both now and in the future. If you have not 

responded, we ask that you do so in the near future 

and mark your check “Week of Compassion”. As Amy 

Gropp of the Week of Compassion said last week: “ God 

is there and we are too with our support and prayers.” 

The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone 

for all your contributions. 

 

Pitino Shelter 

Thanks to all our volunteers at the Pitino Shelter this 

past Saturday. The Lunch attendance at the shelter is 

growing, we served approximately 80 people. 

 

Junior Deacon Program to Begin at Century 

In the next couple of weeks, we will begin or perhaps 

should say restart our Junior Deacon Program at 

Century. This Program will replace Children’s Church on 

Sunday mornings and our youth will be trained to take 

a more active part in our morning worship service. The 

program is for all children and youth in school. The 

Children’s Church Program was designed for ages 3-6 

years old and that program will be reinstated when we 

have a sufficient number of children this age to 

respond. 

 

Sunday School Classes Continue to Grow 

We are elated that so many of our members are 

involved in Sunday School Classes at 9:00 am on Sunday 

mornings. We have had some very interesting and 

challenging discussions and we encourage you to join a 

class if you have not done so. I heard someone this past 

Sunday morning after Sunday School say: “I’m very 

excited. We had 16 adults in our class this morning.” 

A Half Century at Century 

Someone has suggested that the title of this article 

could be the 50th Anniversary theme of our 

congregation. What do you think? Tell Brenda Green 

your thoughts as we go forward in planning our 

Anniversary. Be sure to mark the dates July 15, 17 and 

18 and save them as our Anniversary celebration dates. 

On Thursday evening, the 17th, other community 

churches will be invited to Century for a Worship 

Service including Communion and a Reception. On 

Saturday, we plan games on the lawn from 10:00 am 

until 4:00 pm along with lunch and fellowship. On 

Sunday morning, we will celebrate our fifty years as a 

congregation and we are presently working on a guest 

speaker. Please save these dates and plan to celebrate 

our fifty years of ministry together. 

 

Financial News 

GOD IS AWESOME! The congregation and friends of 

Century are pretty amazing, too. The Finance 

Committee would like to proudly announce that we 

finished the year in the plus column. After all we went 

through in 2009, to finish the year in the black speaks 

volumes about the faithfulness of all Century 

supporters. While we did not meet the proposed 

budget, our income exceeded our expenses. We also 

built and paid fro a Prayer Garden. 

As we look forward to 2010 and all of its expectations: a 

new Minister, a refurbished Youth Area, and new and 

continued programs: we must continue to keep the 

faith. To keep the faith means staying committed to 

spreading God’s message in our community and 

supporting those who carry this message to all the 

world. Praise be to God for all His blessings and thank 

you for all your support in prayer, sharing your spiritual 

gifts and in giving. 

Blessings 

 

CENTURY BOOK CLUB 

Wednesday, February 3 - 2:00 p.m. - Church Narthex  

 Winter time is a great time to read an enjoyable book.  We 

have selected “The Help” by Kathryn Stockett.  So read the 

book and we’ll discuss our favorite characters, the setting of 

events and much more.  It is fun to share with others your 

thoughts on a good book!  Bring a friend who also likes to 

read with you.   
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Office Information 

Office Phone Number: (270) 684-0286 

Web Page- www.centurychristian.org 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday  8:00 a.m.  -  12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Service 

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 

5:00 p.m.  -  Adult Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Schedule 

February 2010 

Cordial Greeters:  Jack & Betty Barlow 

Deacons:  

 Starling Lambert  Laura Green 

1. Serve Communion  1. Serve Communion 

2. Collect Offering   2. Collect Offering  

3. Prepare Coffee                3. Clean up Pews & collect Attendance Pads 

 
Layservers:    Dan Crume Jennifer Crume 

  Gene Crume Hannah Crume 

 
Communion Setup:  Mike & Marijane Salmon 

Communion Clean-Up:  Sheila Campbell & Don Hagermam 

 

Feb 7    Feb 14 

Candle Lighter: Christin Embrey Candle Lighter: Ava Embrey 

Elder Bread: Gene Crume  Elder Bread: Donna Abell 

Elder Cup: Frank Green   Elder Cup: Jerry Bowen 

    Shut-In Communion 

      Donna Abell & 

     Starling Lambert 

 
Feb 21     Feb 28 

Candle Lighter: Ian Nix  Candle Lighter: Cole Crume 

Elder Bread: Joyce Hulsey  Elder Bread: Sue Napper 

Elder Cup: Mike Benton  Elder Cup: Mike Salmon 

    Shut-In Communion: 

                                                                        Jerry Bowen & 

     Laura Green 
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