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A Message About Lent 
 

The Lenten Season is traditionally a time when we are 

reminded of Jesus’ life and death. It becomes a time of 

self-examination and penance. In many traditions, 

individuals use this season as a time when they refrain 

from eating particular things or doing particular things 

in order that they can use these experiences to 

concentrate on Christ and his life and death. But we 

need to be careful how we use these practices in that 

they do not always give us the desired outcome. Lent is 

not a time when we need to generate false guilt or 

shame. Neither is it a time when we need to beat 

ourselves down or turn against ourselves. As someone 

suggested: 

   “The real work of Lent is to renew our sense of 

connection, thus restoring our dignity and call us back 

to ourselves, to a place where we acknowledge the 

invitation to choose life and our responsibility to act co-

creatively with God.” 

Now this is not the natural thing for human beings to 

do. We generally do things that are selfish in nature and 

self serving. This is why it is so difficult to be a Christian. 

It is not natural. It takes discipline, sacrifice, desire, 

putting others before ones self. I would like to conclude 

this article with a Lenten E-votional that I received from 

my son last week which was prepared for his 

congregation: 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When we live for ourselves we sow misery. When we 

live for others we sow joy. Jesus’ moral philosophy 

is simply to put other’s needs before your own. Crazy as 

it may sound, it works. This is counter-intuitive to us, it 

goes against our instincts, but the rewards are 

tremendous. I see it every day. The largest obstacle to 

spiritual growth is the self. We struggle to get out of our 

own way. Before we follow Jesus and walk in the light, 

we have to put aside our selfishness. This is why Jesus 

says, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me.” (Matt. 16:24). Note that the self-denial comes 

before the cross and the following.” 

Prayer 

“Lord, I want to do it, but I can’t. I just can’t. I’ve tried 

and I’ve tried and I have tried and I am done. I am done 

doing things my way. It doesn’t work when I am in 

charge. My decisions may gratify, but they do not 

satisfy. Help me to shed this skin of ego and to live for 

something beyond my vision.  I seek a better way, a 

brighter path, and I know I will only find it in you. 

Amen.” 

Dr. Tom Norvell 

 

Invite Someone to Worship With You Sunday! 

 

 

Newsletter – March, 2010 

Lenten Services: 

(All meals begin at 5:15 pm and Services at 

6:00 pm) 

Mar. 3 – Third Baptist – Liberty Lausterer 

  Mar. 10 – Faith Lutheran –  

                                               Jonathan Carroll  

 Mar. 17 – Century Christian – Larry Lewis 

Mar 24 – First Presbyterian – Tom Norvell 
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The choir is busy preparing for several Lenten services. 

This is always a great time to be in the choir, the music is 

so touching and beautiful. If you would like to sing with the 

choir, please join us on Sunday evening at 5 for rehearsal. 

We have a great time and enjoy spending this special time 

with each other.  

 I read an article on perspective and felt I needed to 

share it with you. I hope you get as much out of it as I did. 

 

One day, the father of a very wealthy family 

took his son on a trip to the country with the 

express purpose of showing him how poor people 

live. They spent a couple of days and nights on 

the farm of what would be considered a very 

poor family.  

On their return from their trip, the father 

asked his son, "How was the trip?" 

 "It was great, Dad." 

 "Did you see how poor people live?" the father 

asked. 

 "Oh yeah, " said the son. 

 "So, tell me, what did you learn from the trip?" 

asked the father. 

 The son answered: "I saw that we have one dog 

and they had four. We have a pool that reaches 

to the middle of our garden and they have a 

creek that has no end. We have imported 

lanterns in our garden and they have the stars 

at night. Our patio reaches to the front yard 

and they have the whole horizon. We have a 

small piece of land to live on and they have 

fields that go beyond our sight.  We have 

servants who serve us, but they serve others.  

We buy our food, but they grow theirs.  We have 

walls around our property to protect us, they 

have friends to protect them." 

 The boy's father was speechless.  

 Then his son added,   "Thanks Dad for showing 

me how poor we are." 

  

Isn't perspective a wonderful thing? Makes you 

wonder what would happen if we all gave thanks 

for everything we have, instead of worrying about 

what we don't have.  

Make a joyful noise - Charlotte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerns: Julie Wolfe (Friends of Karen Taylor), Mike 

Bidwell (Christ Nix Uncle), Cathy Wright (Martha Greer-

Johnson’s Sister), Martha Johnson, Jim Wathen (Friend of 

Donna Abell), Glenda Baker (Donna Abell’s Sister), Carmen 

Benton, James Macky, (Friend of Jimmy Helm), Frank & 

Jaque Rubel (Friends of Yonnie Wight), David Wilson 

(Marijane Salmon’s Brother), Ruth Humphry (Great 

Grandmother of Tatum Helm),Mark Barnett (Susan Rice’s 

Brother),  Sue Birdlow (Prime Timers) 

 

At Home: Rosemary Sallee, James Eaton, JR Hatfield                                            

 

Also:  Hillcrest: Virgina McCarty, Rodney Tarrants 

           Harborside - Wanda Forrester, Betty Primrose,                          

                                 Jim Cunningham, Bryant Forrester 

           Heritage Place – Marcia Richardson 

           Wellington Park- Alton Alford, Marie Benson 

           Western Ky Veterans Center – Deb Stearsman 

 

Welcome to Nancy Rowe who joined Century Sunday, 

February 21. Nancy’s address is: 2652 Holland Dr., 

Owensboro, KY. 42303 

 

 

From Dr. Jerry Sumney 

I want to thank everyone at Century for the planning, 

hospitality and the very nice weekend I had at Century. 

It is great to see the way the people at Century have 

responded to their ministries and to see the thirst they 

have for understanding their faith. I wish them best in 

their work. 

I look forward to seeing you along the way. 

Dr. Jerry Sumney  

 

Attendance & Offerings 
February 2010 

Attendance 
 Average Worship Attendance……………………....95        

Average Sunday School Attendance……….………31 

 

Total Monthly Offering…………………………....$6996 

(Three week totals) 

Week of Compassion…………………………….$3100 

Those in Our Concerns 

Chatter from the Choir Loft 



Mind – Body - Spirit 
The mind, body and spirit class has been exploring the parts 

of our being understanding that what affects one part of our 

being affects all of the parts or the whole of us. 

We are Spiritual Beings here on earth on a journey in a 

physical body. Therefore, the body is our responsibility. It 

requires food, movement or exercise, water and sleep. Our 

bodies are mystery and miracle. They are matter.  The Spirit 

isn’t. Since we cannot see Spirit it is a mystery.  The mind has 

great difficulty accepting mystery.  It wants an explanation.  

The mind is the power center of our being or like the hard 

drive of a computer.  From the womb to death the mind is 

being programmed.  If our life isn’t going well we have the 

power to change the program.  All of what we are are gifts 

from God.  Our current circumstances are gifts from God and 

must be the starting point of any change.  This is to say that 

how things are is the beginning point on the way to what 

they can become.  It is mostly in looking back upon these 

points in life that we understand the opportunity they offer 

to us. As you apply that which you know right now more will 

be given to you.  We humans always ask for more before we 

are ready.  The Power is only revealed to you as you use it.  

We seek a relationship with God. God made us in his 

image….we belong to God therefore God is in a relationship 

with us.  Our God is a covenant God and God’s work in 

history is the ground of our hope today. God loves us 

unconditionally and is with us on every step of this Spiritual 

Journey. 

Shirley Horstman 

 

Century – A New Congregation 

The Decade of Decision was the name given by the 

Disciples of Christ in the ten year period of the 1960’s. 

First Christian in Owensboro found great joy in being 

the first church in the period to organize a new 

congregation. Arrangements were made and the Rev. 

Charles Bare was employed to shepherd this new flock. 

A bequest of $1000 had been left to First Christian to 

help start a mission church by Mr. O. A. Rhodes. This 

money was included in the $25,000 First Christian 

pledged toward the establishment of the new church. 

Eighty-three members were commissioned by First 

Christian to become the nucleus of what was to 

become Century Christian Church. 

 

 

CENTURY BOOK CLUB 

The book club discussions have been very interesting. 
We have selected “Dear John” by Nicholas Sparks as 

our next reading.  We plan to meet Wednesday, March 

17 at 2:00 p.m. in the narthex.  Come join us and bring 

a friend!   
 

If Someone Asked You…….. 

If someone asked you to give up your Friday night and 

all day Saturday to go to a meeting, your response 

would probably be,”Well it better be a great meeting”. 

People were asked, people came and it was a great 

meeting. Dr. Jerry Sumney, a Professor of Biblical 

Studies at Lexington Theological Seminary, met with 

Disciples from Henderson, First Christian and Century 

on Friday and discussed the role of Elders and Deacons 

in the early church and in today’s world. On Saturday, 

Dr. Sumney discussed Paul and the church at Corinth. 

The information and insight to this time and how the 

church operated was invaluable. Dr. Sumney did not 

always give exact answers, but gave information in 

order for us to understand and reach our own 

conclusions; this is how the Disciples as a body 

operates. We can take the many points and ideas from 

this weekend and create an even more nurturing 

church according to God’s purpose. 

This weekend was the brain-child and passion of Frank 

Green and we thank Frank and Brenda and others for 

making this weekend happen. For Century to host such 

an event would not have happened a year ago, but 

under Dr. Norvell’s care we are now reaching out and 

discovering our true mission. 

Lord thank you for helping us to see beyond ourselves 

and into all the possibilities you have for us. Amen.  

Gene Crume 

 

Thank You…. 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank 

everyone who prepared food,  served food, decorated, 

cleaned up, or did countless other things on the recent 

Sumney visit. A special thank you to Brenda Green who 

organized the event. Brenda you really went above the 

call and made Century shine as a gracious host. 

Karen Taylor - Fellowship Committee Chair 



Century Christian Church       Return Service Requested 

(Disciples of Christ)     
“Our Mission is to Transform Lives in Christ” 
  1301 Tamarack Road   

  Owensboro, KY  42301 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Information 

Office Phone Number: (270) 684-0286 

Web Page- www.centurychristian.org 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday  8:00 a.m.  -  12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Service 

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 

5:00 p.m.  -  Adult Choir Practice 

 

 

A sign up sheet is in the narthex to order Lilies for 

Easter Sunday in Honor or Memory of loved ones. The 

cost is $15 per lily. Please write “Lily” in the memo line 

of your check. 

 

 

Dear Century Friends, 

Thanks for remembering my Dad, Rev. Charles Bare, on 

his 90th birthday. He so enjoyed all the cards and 

letters. 

Your Friend 

Steve Bare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Schedule 

March 2010 

Cordial Greeters:  Sheila Campbell & Don Hagerman 

Deacons:  

 Susan Rice  Karen Taylor 

1. Serve Communion  1. Serve Communion 

2. Collect Offering   2. Collect Offering  

3. Prepare Coffee                3. Clean up Pews & collect Attendance Pads 

 
Layservers:    Kathy Helm Jimmy Helm 

  Jim Martin Madge Martin 

 
Communion Setup:  Yonnie Wight & Mike Benton 

Communion Clean-Up:  Jack & Betty Barlow 

 

Mar 7    Mar 14 

Candle Lighter: Tatum Helm  Candle Lighter: Ava Embrey 

Elder Bread: Frank Green  Elder Bread: Jerry Bowen 

Elder Cup: Gene Crume  Elder Cup: Dan Crume 

    Shut-In Communion 

      Joyce Hulsey & 

     Susan Rice 

 
Mar 21    Mar 28 

Candle Lighter: Savannah Helm Candle Lighter: Christin Embrey 

Elder Bread: Mike Benton  Elder Bread: Mike Salmon 

Elder Cup: Joyce Hulsey  Elder Cup: Sue Napper 

    Shut-In Communion: 

                                                                        Mike Benton & 

     Karen Taylor 
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